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There are 21 chapters divided into 4 sections: prevalence and prediction; primary and secondary prevention; tertiary prevention; and working with offenders.
In Section I it is interesting to note that over the last 25 years, when several countries started to collect data on child abuse cases on a regular basis, some evidence has been observed that the prevalence of child abuse has decreased. This positive information may be attributed to the focus on preventive public health approaches that many countries have undertaken after too many famous cases of fatal child abuse covered by the media. Section II is influenced by the 1979 book by Uri Bronfenbrenner on the ecology of human development; it is still very relevant today. In TheScientificWorldJOURNAL (2003) 3, 279-280 Sections III and IV, the issue is tertiary prevention with a focus not only on the child and family, but also the offenders.
Merrick: Early Prediction and Prevention of Child Abuse
Much has happened since 1988, in many countries, for better prevention, intervention, and a switch to comprehensive child health policies, but there is still a lot of work to be done.
I especially liked the chapter by David Olds et al. from Colorado on his last 24 years of research on nurse home visiting in the prenatal and infant period. Here you will find the evidence base for early intervention of the model of the nurse visitor coming to the home during pregnancy and continuing during infancy. This model was implemented in Denmark in 1936 on a national level and used by nearly 100% of all pregnant women in Denmark. David Olds et al., in his studies in the Appalachian region of New York State (the Elmira study) and Memphis, Tennessee, has shown that early intervention has functional and economic benefits with the greatest impact on families at high risk. Their Nurse Family Partnership now functions in 24 states and over 200 local communities in the U.S.
This book has value for a range of professionals (both in research and clinical practice), policy makers, and managers working in the field of child protection, child and human development.
